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Town Of Manning 


(Revised October 1959) 


1. LOCATION: 

Section 28-91-23-W.5 in Census Division No, 15. This location 
is 397 miles northwest of Edmonton on Highway No. 35. (Mackenzie 
Highway). 


2. ALTITUDE: 
1,505 ft. Latitude: 56/55N. Longitude: 117/37W. 


3. TEMPERATURE: 
Average summer temperature 57F. 
Average winter temperature 17F. 
Average annual temperature 34F. 


4, RAINFALL: 
Average annual railfall - 14.8 inches 
Average annual snowfall - 48.5 inches 
Average annua total precitation - 19.67 inches. 


5. GEOLOGY: 

The bedrock underlying the glacial drift at Manning, is of the 
Fort St. John group which is Lower Cretaceous in age. This horizon is 
a series of marine shales and sandy shales which are predominantly 
grey to greyish black in colour when seen in outcrop. 


6. SOIL: 
Manning is in the transition soil zone. 
Climate— 


Annual precipitation averages from about 12 inches in the 
northern sections to about 20 inches in the southern. Evaporation is 
lower than in other soil zones. 


Vegetation— 
Mainly woodland in which the tree growth is frequently denser 
and has more evergreens than in the black zone. 


Soil Profile— 

Generally quite mixed, ranging from nearly black to grey. The 
surface horizon consists of a thin layer of semi-decomposed leaf litter 
(AO) which may be absent in burnt over areas, underlain by a mineral 
horizon that can usually be divided into two parts. The upper (A1) 
part may be black, grey black or dark brown, the lower part (A2) is 
frequently somewhat leached of organic matter and considerable greyer 
than the Al. The total depth of these surface horizons averages about 
10 to 12 inches. The B horizons are generally dark brown in color and 
lime is found at depths of about 30 to 40 inches. 
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Fertility— 
These soils are usually not as rich as those of the black zone. 


Leaching of the surface horizons has resulted in the loss of some plant 
foods. ? 


Land Use— 

A system of mixed farming that includes legumes in the crop 
rotation, supplemented with applications of fertilizer when required 
should be practised for best results. 


7. HISTORY: 


Newest town in the north, Manning is a strange blend of the old 
and new. After the Second World War, an American who had seen 
the Battle River country during wartime decided it was a coming part 
of the Peace River Block and a good place to establish a business. 
Pat Craig’s dream grew into more than that, for he eventually founded 
a brand new settlement which has grown rapidly. He founded his 
town on the south bank of the Notikewin River, sixty miles north of 
Grimshaw. Though there was little there when he started, soon build- 
ings were moved from North Star on the south and Notikewin on the 
north. 


Manning, named for Alberta’s premier, grew and prospered 
through the excellent post-war crop years. From literally nothing, it 
sprang to village status quicky, and in a short time reached over 700 
in population. 


A new hospital has been opened at Manning. The hospital, built 
at a cost of $127,000 has been praised by provincial government hospital 
inspectors as one of the finest small hospitals in the province. It is 
located only a few yards from the old Battle River Hospital, which was 
built and supported by the Women’s Missionary Society of the United 
Church of Canada. 


Water connections were installed through much of Manning as 
it kept pace with progress of larger centers farther south. 


. On a bend in the river, the local Elk’s Lodge is planning a 
swiming pool for the town. 


One of the most active agricultural societies in the North Peace 
has its headquarters in Manning and there stages annually the largest 
agricultural fair north of the Peace River. The Battle River Fair, held 
in August each year, draws entries and spectators from much of the 
North Peace. Well organized, it affords an example to larger centres 
which have neglected this important aspect of agriculture. 


In 1955 a new bridge across the Notikewin River was opened 
officially. 


To the southwest of Manning is one of the more important oil 
discoveries of the Peace River Country - Gulf Oil’s Clear Hills well. 
Oil from the well is rated as among the best found in Alberta. Hopes 
are that the well, almost due north of the rich finds of the Sturgeon 
Lake field, will be the forerunner of a new oil fied in the north. 


Manning, whie not typical among North Peace towns, is like 
them in many ways. Streets are broad, buildings seldom more than a 
single storey and stucco predominates as an exterior finish. 


The Battle River country, to the traveller northbound, breaks 
unexpectedly before his eyes. The Mackenzie Highway, after passing 
over high land to the south, sweeps down in a curve to the prairie land 
that comprises the Notikewin River’s watershed. Stretching to the 
east and west of the highway are trim farms, most with a fresh look to 
them as they are part of one of the Peace River block’s newest areas. 
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Today this fertile new area looks hopefully to the coming of steel. 
Talk of a railroad north to Great Slave Lake and its mineral deposits 
means much to the opening of new land, the growth of the district’s 
communities, easier and cheaper transportation. 


8. LIVING CONDITIONS: 


Manning lies in the valley of the Notikewin River and is 
approximately 55 miles north of Grimshaw on Highway 35. A com- 
paratively new town, the streets are wide and residential areas well 
planned. The Manning Municipal Hospital No. 37 supplies the area 
with health services. The separate and public schools teach grades 1 
to 12. Four churches serve the spiritual needs of the community. For 
spare time and public service activities, there are various societies, 
among these are the Knights of Columbus, Elks, Optimists and Cham- 
ber of Commerce. Sports facilities include a covered curling rink, 
open air skating and hockey rink and baseball diamond. Upland game 
birds are plentiful and there is good fishing in the surrounding lakes 
and rivers. . 


“Modern New Homes Are Being Built Rapidly 
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9. ADMINISTRATION: 


The town is governed by a mayor elected for a two year term and 
six councillors, two elected each year for a three year term. The 
Secretary Treasurer administers the town affairs in accordance with 
the policy set by the council. 


10. LAW ENFORCEMENT: 


One town police constable. 
Royal Canadian Mounted Police detachment, housed in a modern 
brick barracks, includes a corparal and a constable. 


Building Regulations— 

The building code is the National Building Code. Plans for new 
homes or businesses, major alterations to buildings and removal of 
buildings must be approved by the council before work begins. 

Electrical installations must comply with the requirements of the 
Alberta Electrical Protection Act. 

Sanitary installations must comply with the Provincial Health 
Regulations. 


11. FIRE PROTECTION: 


The fire brigade consists of a volunteer fire chief and 16 volun- 
teer firemen. 


Equipment— 

One 1937 three ton truck with a 500 G.P.M. pumper with 500 
gallon mounted water tank, hose, ladders, ete. 

150 feet 244 inch hose; 300 feet 144 inch hose; 20 feet 4 inch 
suction hose; 20 foot extension ladder. 

Water is obtained from the river and piped into a 50,000 gallon 
elevator water tower. 

There are 10 fire hydrants conveniently located throughout the 
town. 


12. TAX STRUCTURE: 
1958 Net Assessment 


Land, 100% of value $123,980 
Improvements, 60% of fair value 451,440 
Business 93,166 
Total Assessment $668,586 
Mill Rate— 
Municipal School Hospital Total Mills 
20.2 oa 5.8 58 


13. AREAS: 


Total area of town - 600 acres. 
Roads and streets - 13 acres. 
Parks and playgrounds - 182 acres. 


Miles of Roads, Streets and Lanes— 


Improved 
Gravel Earth Others Total 
Provincial Main 1 1 
Streets and Roads 1 2 3 
Lanes and Alleys in 1 


There is approximately 1% mile of cement sidewalk. 


14. SEWER AND WATER MAIN MILEAGE: 


Storm sewers - nil. 
Sanitary sewers - 2 miles. 
Water mains - 2 miles. 


15. POWER: 


Three phase 60 cycle electric power is supplied under a franchise 
by the Northland Utilities Limited which also serves rural areas under 
Rural Electrification Associations. 


Residential Rate— 
Demand Charge— 


$2.00. 

Energy Charge— 
First 10 k.w.h. used per month 9c per k.w.h. 
Next 20 k.w.h. used per month 4ce per k.w.h. 
Excess k.w.h. used per month 3¢ per k.w.h. 


Minimum Monthly Bill—$2.00 in town and $5.00 on farms in 
R.E.A. 


Payments—The above rates are net and apply to bills paid within 
10 days of billing date. An additional charge of 5 per cent will be 
added for collection charges on all bills not paid within 10 days after 
the date of billing. 


Commercial Rate— 


Demand Charge— 


First 500 watts of connected load $1.00 
Next 4,500 watts of connected load de per 100 W. 
Excess watts of connected load 5e per 200 W. 
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Energy Charge— 


First 50 k.w.h. used per month per k.w. 


of connected load 9¢e per k.w.h. 
Next 50 k.w.h. used per month per k.w. 

of connected load 6c per k.w.h. 
Excess k.w.h. used per month per k.w. 

of connected load 3c per k.w.h. 


Minimum monthly bill—The demand charge portion of the above 
but not less than $2.00 per month per meter. 


Payment—The above rates are net and apply to the bills paid 
within ten days of billing date. An additional charge of 5 per cent 
will be added for collection charges on all bills not paid within 10 days 
of billing. 


Power Rate— 
Demand Charge— 
$1.00 per month per h.p. of connected load. 


Energy Charge— 


First 30 k.w.h. used per month per h.p. 
of connected load 7c per k.w.h. 


Next 30 k.w.h. used per month per h.p. 
of connected load 4c per k.w.h. 


Excess k.w.h. used per month per h.p. 
of connected load 2Yec per k.w.h. 


Minimum monthly bill—$1.00 per month per h.p. but not less 
than $5.00. 


Payment—The above rates are net and apply to the bills paid 
paid within ten days of billing date. An additional charge of 5 per 
cent will be added for collection charges ‘on all bills not paid within 
ten days of billing. 


16.WATER: 


Water is obtained from the Notikewin River and is piped into a 
50,000 gallon elevated tower. Water from a twelve million gallon 
reservoir is availabe shoud the river become turbid. 


Rates— 


Residential - $4.00 per month. Sewer $3.00 per month. Business 
- $15.00 to $50.00 per month. Sewer $3.00 to $25.00 per month. 
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Water Analysis— 
Parts Per Million 


Total solids 394 
Ignition loss 134 
Hardness 300 
Sulphates 96 
Chloride nil 
Alkalinity 160 
(Nature of Alkalinity - bicarbonate of lime and magnesium) 
Nitrites nil 
Nitrates nil 
Tron 1.5 
Remarks— Water is chemically suitable after iron hus been settled 
out. 
17. GAS: 
Natural gas not installed. 
18. L.P. GAS: 


Heat value - 2,521 B.T.U. per cubic foot at 60 degrees F. 100 
pound cylinder - $7.50. Bulk - 22c¢ per gallon. Storage capacity - 
900 gallons. 


19. DIESEL FUEL: 

Heat value - 135,000 to 140,000 B.T.U. per gallon at 60 degrees F. 
Winter grade - 22c per galion. Summer grade - 21¢ per gallon. Storage 
capacity - 1,700 gallons. 


20. COAL: 
Coal is secured from Peace River. 
Rates F.0.B. Peace River per ton— 
Heat Value Lump Stoker Slack 
Drumheller 11,000 $19.50 $18.25 $12.50 
Edmonton 9,600 14.50 12.50 8.50 


21. LOCAL RESOURCES: 

Wheat and coarse grains. Forage crops. Seeds. Horses, cattle, 
sheep and hogs. Dairy products. Poultry products. Honey. Straw. 
Sand - common. Gravel. Lumber. 


22. GOVERNMENT OFFICES AND SERVICES: 


Federal— 
Post Office. Department of Agriculture - Field Supervisor’s 
Office. R.C.M.P. 


Many Provincial Government Services Are Located At Manning 


Provincial— 


Alberta Government Telephones, Provincial Treasury Branch. 
Alberta Liquor Control Board - Vendor. Department of Highways - 
Office. 


Municipal— 


Town Hall. Secretary Treasurer. Town Foreman. Town Police 
Constable. Jail. Firehall. 


23. HEALTH SERVICES: 


The Manning Municipal Hospital No. 37 is considered one of the 
most modern small hospitals in the province. It is staffed by a matron, 
four graduate nurses and nurses aides. 
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icipal Hospital Provides Outstanding Facilities 


Other Health Services— : 


1 Resident Doctor. 

1 Drug Store. 

Resident Health Unit Nurse. 

2 Optometrists, call monthly. 

The Peace River Health Unit calls weekly at the school. 


24. PROFESSIONAL AND SKILLED PERSONAL SERVICES: 


(excluding Health Services) 
No. of Establishments 


Beauty Parlors | it 
Barbers 9 
Watch Repairs 1 


25. TRANSPORTATION: 
Canadian Coachways - daily service to and from Peace River and 


to and from Hay River N.W.T. . 
Truck service - to and from Hay River and Edmonton. 


26. NEWSPAPERS: 
The Post - published at Fairview, Alberta. 
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27. COMMUNICATIONS: 


Alberta Government Telephones. 
Post Office. 


Nearest Radio Station - Peace River, C.K.Y.L. 


28. FINANCIAL FACILITIES: 


Canadian Bank of Commerce. 
Provincial Treasury Branch. 


29. HOTELS: 


No. of Rooms Single Rate Beer License 
' Aurora 18 $2.50 and up yes 


SAREE Sas 


Hotel Accommodation Is Excellent In Manning 


30. TOURIST CAMPS: 
Nil. 
31. CHURCHES: 


United. 


Roman Catholic. 
Baptist. 
Gospel Mission. 


32. FRATERNAL ORGANIZATIONS: 


Knights of Columbus. 
Elks. 


33. SERVICE CLUBS: 
Optimists. 
Chamber of Commerce. 
Canadian Legion. 
Women’s Auxiliary Canadian Legion. 


34. SOCIETIES: 
Home and School Association. 
Agricultural Society. 
United Church Women’s Association. 
Catholic Women’s League. 


35. SCHOOLS: 


The Manning schools are part of the Peace River School Divi- 
sion No. 10 and the separate school is part of the Rosary Roman Catholic 
School District. In both, Grades 1 to 12 are taught along with the 
following optional subjects: music, art, French, drama, commercial 
subjects. 


Manning Public School— 
Grades No.of Teachers No. of Pupils 


Elementary 1 to 6 ff 190 
Junior High 7 to 9 5 124 
High 10 to 12 3 17 


Manning Separate School— 
Grades No.of Teachers No. of Pupils 


Elementary Pat Oro 4 131 
Junior High (tO. 9 2 56 
High 10 to 12 2 43 
36. THEATRES AND HALLS: 

Capacity Stage Piano 
Aurora Theatre 336 yes no 
Legion Hall 100 no yes 
Avenue Hall 400 yes yes 


37. CULTURAL ACTIVITIES: 

At the present time there is no library in town but property has 
been donated for a library and music hall. 

Drama at school. 

Local orchestra. 

15-piece Brass Band sponsored by the Canadian Legion. 
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A Modern Theatre Meets Many Entertainment Needs 


38. YOUTH ACTIVITIES: 


Boys Girls 
Cubs C.Geta Ls 
Air Cadets Explorers 
4-H Club 4-H Club 


39. SPORTS: 
Baseball (senior and junior). Softball. Hockey. 
Badminton at Separate School. 
Facilities— 
Covered curling rink with 3 sheets natural ice. 
Baseball diamond. 
Sports grounds. 
School grounds. 


40. FAIRS: 
Two day Fair operated by the Agricultural Society. 


41. HISTORIC SITES: 
Nil. 


42. CO-OPERATIVES: 
Nil. 
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Curling. 


43. INDUSTRY AND BUSINESS: 
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Producer or 


Manufacturer 


Wholesale 


Retail 


44, SITES: 


Residential and industrial property can be purchased from the 
town or private owners at reasonable prices. 


45. INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT: 


Most of the improved land in the Manning area is classed as 
transitional. However, the district served is expanding to occupy the 
adjacent grey wooded soils. The transitional soils were natural prairie 
and easily brought under cultivation. The production of grain pre- 
dominates. According to the 1956 census, the area in acre percentages 
devoted to the principal crops per farm were: wheat 56, oats 28, 
barley 30, flaxseed 28, and tame hay included forage crop seed 16. 

In some parts of the district a fair proportion of the farm income 
is obtained from livestock receipts. For the district as a whole there 
were an average of 8 cattle, 8 pigs, 1 sheep and 60 hens and chickens 
on farms in 1956. 


46. TRADING AREA: 


The trading area extends: 
North 30 miles. 

West 8 miles. 

South 15 miles. 

East 20 miles. 


47, POPULATION: 


Trading area population, 1956 census - 2,081. 
Town population, 1956 census - 726. 
Town population, January 1958 - 830 estimate, 
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